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To the Right Honourable the 


Farl of _— — — ett 2 


Peking, Jan. 10, 1749-50. 
My L ORD, 


TOT a month after I had. incloſ= .. 
ed to your Lordſhip the tranſla- 
tion I had attempted of the oriental 
ſyſtem of morality, ſo. famous in theſe. 
parts, we were agreeably ſurprized with 
a manuſcript of the ſame fize, whoſe an- 

_ tiquity, charatters, and other internal 
marks, determined it to be the per form- 
ance of the ſame author , which, at tbe 
fame time it ſhewed us that ſomething 
was wanting to what we'had eſteemed a 
complete fyjtem, nobly ſupplied the defict- 
ency. 

7 could not reſt, after the firſt dipping 

into it, without the pleaſing taſk of a 

tranſlation; nor, when I had finiſhed 

it, without doing myſelf the honour of 
tranſmitting it to your Lordſhip, 1 need 
| not 


not tell your Tordibip, that the energy 
of thought, ſublimity of flike, and many 
other circumſtances, prove it to come 
from the divine hand that planned the 
other : The ſubſtance of it carries abun- 
dantly more proof of it. 

Tf T did not flatter myſelf that the firſt. 
art. had met the khanour of your 
Lordſbip's approbation, I ſhould not be 
fo earneſt in diſpatching this after it But 
awhile I know the value of the work, and 
know your Lordſbip's diſtinguiſhing ge- 
mus, it would be impudence to affett a. 
doubt about it. | 


. am, 
My Lo R p, 


* 


Your's, Sc. 


BOOK 


Conſidered in the 


GENERAL. 
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CHAPTER I. 


F te Human FRAME and 
| STRUCTURE. 


W E AK and ignorant as thou 
VV art, O man! humble as thou 
 ought'ſt to be, O child of the duſt! 
would ſt thou raiſe thy thoughts to infi- 
nite wiſdom? would ſt thou fee omni- 
potence diſplay'd before thee? Contem- 
plate thine own frame. | 
. Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made: ,praiſe therefore thy creator with 
awe, and rejoice before him with reve- 
rence. |; 
Wherefore of all creatures art thou 
only erect; but that thou ſhould'ſt ſee 
his works ! wherefore art thou to ſee; 
but that thou may'ſt admire them 
wherefore to admire; but that thou 
may'ſt adore their ; and thy crea- 
tor. 


Wherefore 


MPRA ee. — EE CEE 
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" i - = 
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LE 

Wherefore is conſciouſneſs repos d in 
thee alone; and whence it is derived to 
thee | * 22110 
*Tis not in fleſh to think; tis not in 
bones to reaſon: the lion knoweth not 
that worms ſhall eat him: the ox per- 
ceiveth not that he is fed for ſlaughter. 
Something is added to thee unlike to 
what thou ſeeſt: ſomething informs thy 


*clay, higher than all that is the object 
of thy ſenſes. Behold! what is it? 


Thy. body remaineth perfect after 
it is fled ; therefore it is no part of it: 
it is immaterial; therefore it is eternal: 
it is free to act; therefore it is accounta- 
ble for its actions. | 

Knoweth the aſs the uſe of food, be- 
cauſe his teeth mow down the herbage ? 
or ſtandeth the crocodile ere, altho' 


his back-bone is ſtrait as thine ? 


God formed thee as he had formed 
theſe : after them all were thou created : 


ſuperiority and command were given 


thee over all; and of his own breath 
did he communicate to thee thy princi- 
ple of knowledge. | 

Know thyſelf then the pride of his 
creation ; the link uniting divinity and 
matter ; 


ta) 

matter: behold a part of God himſelf 
within thee: remember thine own dig- 
| nity; nor dare deſcend to evil or to 


meannes. 
Who planted terror in the tail of the 


ſerpent? who cloathed the neck of the 
horſe with thunder? even he who hath 
inſtructed thee to cruſh the one under 
thy feet, and to tame hy Weiner By 
Ou | | | . 
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T7 AUNT. not of thy body, be- 
9 cauſe it was firſt formed; or of 
thy brain, becauſe therein thy ſoul re- 
Jideth. Is not the maſter of the houſe 
more honourable than its walls? 
The ground muſt be prepared before 
corn be planted: the potter muſt build 
His furnace before he can make his pro- 


Kelane. io if 

As the breath of heaven ſayeth unto 
Ahe water of the deep, This way ſhall 
thy billows roll, and no other; thus 
Vigna, and no higker, ſhall they raiſe 
their fury; ſo let thy ſpirit, O man, 
actuate and direct thy fleſh; ſo let it re- 

preſs its wildneſs. 

Thy ſoul. is the monarch of thy 


5 


* 


Againſt it. 


Thy 


frame: ſuffer not its ſubjects to rebel 


[1s] 

Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth: F hy bones the 8 * ſuſtain- 
it on its! baſis, 

As the ocean eels riſe to ſprings, | 
whoſe waters return again into its bo- 
ſom through the rivers: ſo runne th thy 
life from the heart outwards ; and lo 
returneth it unto its place again. 

Do not both: retain their courſe for 
ov behold the ſame God ordainet 
them. 

Is not thy noſe the channel to per- . 
fumes? thy mouth the path to delica- 
cies? Vet know thou, that perfumes 
long ſmelt become offenſive: that deli - 
cacies deſtroy the appetite they flatter. - 

Are not thine eyes the centinels that 
watch for thee; yet how often are 

they des to diſtinguiſh wach from 
error. * gun 
her thy tout | in och b 9 — 
thy ſpirit to be attentive to its good: ſo 
ſhall theſe its miniſters be always to thee 
conveyances of truth. | 

Thine hand, is it not a miracle ? is 
there in the creation aught like unto it? 


wherefore was it given thee; but that 
B 2 thou 


7 


[16] 
thou mightꝰſt ſtretch-it out to the afſiſt- 
ance of thy brother? 

Why of all things living art thou 


alone made capable of bluſhing ? the 
world ſhall read thy ſhame upon thy 


face: therefore do nothing ſhameful, 
Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy 
countenance of its ruddy fplendour ? 


avoid guilt and thou ſhalt! know that 


1 that diſmay is un- 
man 
Wherefore to thee" alone [ſpeak ſha- 


_dows in the viſions of thy pillow? re- 
verence them; for know that a 


are from on hid. 
Thon _ alone canſt ſpon pook's wen 
der at ious prerogative z pay 
to ws gave 3 rational and 
welcome praiſe j teaching thy children 
wiſdom; — 2 the N of 
* ines 1 in 5 | 


The Sou of Man, its Ociio and 


. 
2 


E V bleſlings, O man! of thy 
1 external, part are health, vigour, 
and proportion: the greateſt 'of theſe 
ig health. What health is to the bol, 
even that is honeſty to the ſoul. 
Tphat thou haſt a ſoul is of all know- 
ledge the moſt certain; of all truths 
the moſt. plain unto thee; be meek; _ 
be grateful for it; ſeek not. to know 1 it 
perfectly: it is inſerutable. 8 
Thinking, underſtanding, reaſoning, 
willing; call not theſe the foul! tl e/ 
are its actions, but they are not Its 
eſſence. 
Räaiſe it not to heayen, chat Son be 
not deſpiſed ; be not thou like unte 
thoſe who fall by climbing : neither 
B 3 debaſa 


1 * 
Aa YEA ſenſe of brutes; nor be 
thou like to the horſe and the mule i in 
vhom there is no underſtanding. 
Search it by its faculties; know it by 
its virtues: they are more in number than 
the hairs of thy head : the ſtars of hea- 
ven are not to be counted with them. 
Ihink not with Arabia that one ſoul 
z parted among all men; neither be- 
lieve thou with the ſons of Ægypt, that 
every man hath many; know that as 
thy heart, ſo alſo thy ſoul is one. 
Dot not the ſun harden the clay ; 
doch it not alſo ſoften the wax F as it is 
one ſun that worketh both; even fo it 
zs one ſoul that willeth contraries. | 
As the moon retaineth her nature tho” 
darkneſs ipread itfelf before her face as 
it were a curtain; ſo the ſoul remaineth 
perfect even in the boſom of the fool. 
She is immortal ; ſhe is unchangeable hh 
the is alike in all: health called her 
forth to ſhew her lovelineſs ; and ap- 
plication anointeth her face with the oil 
of wiſdom. 
Altho' the ſhall live after thee, think 
not that ſhe was born before thee ; the 
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1391 
was | concreated with thy fleſh, and 
formed with thy bowels.”  : © 
Juaſtice could not give her to * | 
alted by virtues, nor deliver her 
to thee deformed by vices. Theſe muſt 
be thine, and thou muſt anſwer them. 
- Suppoſe not death can ſhield thee 
from examination: think no corruption 
can hide thee from eaquiry. He who 
form'd thee of thou know ſt not What 
can he not raiſe thee from thou know'ft 
not what again? 

Perceiveth not the cock the hour of 
midnight? exalteth he not his voice, to 
tell thee it is morning? Knoweth not 
the dog the footſteps of his -maſter ? 
and flyeth not the wounded unto 
the herb that healeth him? Vet when 
theſe die, their ſpirit — to the 
duſt ; for thine alone ſurvisetb. 

hay: not to theſe their ſenſes, be- 
cauſe quicker than thine own : - learn 
that the advantage Jieth not in poſſeſſ- 
ing good things; but in che — 
to uſe them, 

Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag; or 
were thine eye as ſtrong and piercing as 
bow 79 $3 did'ft the Om 


wo 
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Weber dale reſign to thee; 
his taſte; or the tortoiſe her feeling; 
yet without reaſon what would they 
avail.thee ! RA not all Wen like their | 
Kindred2: ? ws 

Hath any one So thei: the Lift of 
== Sen ay fax: unto n here 

did I ſo? © ROUSH | 

The lips of aha ay are ag the — 
of a cabinet; no ſooner are-they open- 
ed, but treaſures ate denn eng before 
thee. e 

Like unto trees of gold a i in 
ede of ſilver, are wiſe e uttered 
n i 

- Canſt thou think too: reatly- of thy 
* or can too much 140 in its 
praiſe ? it 1 the. nge of him who gave 
of 11594201 

8 e its en the: ever; 
forget not how great a talent 1 is com- 
mitted to thy charge 


1 do good, may — 


do harm: beware abet zan direct 44 
4 courſe to virtue. ate 
Think not that thow 3 * deri -M 

** croud : ſuppoſe not that thou canſt 


bury her in thy cloſet: action is her 
1 _ ; | delight 


( 21] 
ightiand Ga not be e witheld rom 


It. 9515 1 
oel senen * "ws 155 
er agility is not 


tempoete univerſal; 
to be ſuppreſs d: is it at the uttermoſt 
por the earth? ſhe will have it: is 
ond the region of the ſtars ? yet 
will r eye diſcover it. 
Inquiry is her delight: as one who 
. the burning ſands in ſearch of 
water, ſo is the ſoul that thirſteth af- 


ter knowle dye. 


Guard her for ſhe's raſh; reſtrain . 


her for the is irregular; correct her for 
ſhe is outrageous : more ſupple is ſhe 
than water; more flexible than wax; 
more yielding than air: is there anght 


then can bind her? 
As a ſword in the hand of a 1 


man; even ſo is the foul in him who 


' wanteth diſcretion. 
The end of her ſearch is truth: her 

means to diſtoyer it are reaſon and ex- 

perience : but are not theſe weak, un- 

certain and fallacious! how then ſhall 

ſhe attain unto it? 

General opinion is no proof of truth, 


for the generality of men are 3 
er- 
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[24 } 
Perception of thyſelf; the know- 
ledge of him who created thee; 


£F 


the. 


ſenſe of the worſhip thou oweſt unto 


him; ate not theſe 


plain before thy 


face? and behold! what is there more 
that man he g e know with oer- 
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Aft: lark; as the ſhades of Sing 

= | d as honey to the bee, or 
as the carcaſe to eme even 1 ſuch 

2s-ife unto the heart of man. 1 

Tho“ bright it dazzleth not; tho 

1 it diſpleaſeth not; tho ſweet 

it cloycth. not.; tho“ corrupt ĩt forbid- 

* eth not.: 2 is bis that knoweth 

its true value? 

Learn Waste e m — 3 
thou art near the pinnacle of wiſdom! 
Think not with the fool that no- 
"thing: is more valuable; :'nor': believe 
with the pretended wiſe that thou 
oughtſt to contemn itz love it not for 


itſelf but for the * may be of to 
Others. 
Gold 


* 
SER 9 
WW "Rad W * 


-demnet 


3 8 5 2 
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(44 ] 
Sold cannot buy it for thee ; neither 
can mines of diamonds purchaſe back 


the moment thou now haſt loſt of it : 


employ. the ſucceeding.ones in virtue. 
Say not that it were beſt not to have 
been born; or if born that it had been 
beſt to die early: neither dare thou to 
alk of thy creator, where had been the 
evil had not exiſted ? good is in thy 
wer: the want of good is evil: and 
if thy queſtion be juſt, lo Wit con- 
thee. 
Wou d the fiſh ſwallow the bait if 


| the knew the hook wis: underneath i:? 


would the lion enter the toils if he knew 
they were before him ? ſo neither were 
the ſoul to periſn with this clay, wou' d 
men wiſh to live; neither wou'd a 
merciful God have created him know 
hence thou ſhalt live afterward. | 
As the bird encloſed in the cage be- 
fore he ſeeth it, yet breaketh not his 
fleſh againſt its ſides ; 10 neither labour 
thou vainly to run . ſtate thou 
findſt thyſelf in, but know it is allotted 
thee ; and be content with it. 
Tho its ways are uncouth, yet are 
—— nur Ha accommodate — 
490 


„ 
ſelf to all; and where there is leaſt ap- 
pearance of evil ſuſpect the greateſt 
danger. ee e eee ON 
When thy bed is ſtraw thou fleepeft 
in ſecurity; but when thou ſtretched 
thyſelf on roſes beware of the thorns. 
A good death is better than an evil 
life : ſtrive to live therefore as long as 
thou oughtſt, not as long as thou canſt: 
while thy life is to others worth more 
than thy death; it is thy duty to pre- 
ſerve it. Ainet 
Complain not with the fool of the 
ſhortneſs of thy time: remember that 
with thy days, thy cares are ſhortened. 
Take from the period of thy life the 
uſeleſs parts of it; and what remaineth? 
take off the time of thine infancy, the 
ſecond infancy of age, thy ſleep, thy 
thoughtleſs hours, thy days of ſickneſs, 
and even at the fullneſs of years, how 
few ſeaſons haſt thou ttuly numbered? 
He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, 
ſhortened it to make it more ſo: to 
vvhat end would longer life have ſerved 
thee? Wiſheſt thou to have had an 
opportunity of more vices ? as to the 
good, will not he ho limited thy ſpan, 
be ſatisfied with OO of it? .-7: 
To 


Lethal * 


—_— 

* 
"2 \ 
——_— 
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[26] 


To what end, O child of forrow, 


wouldſt thou live longer? to breathe, 
to eat, to ſee the world ? all this thou 
haſt done often already, and to repeat 
it oftner, 1s it not tireſome ? or is it not 
ſuperfluous?: | 

WMouldſt thou improve thee more in 
-wiſdom and in virtue? alas! what art 
thou to know? or who is it that ſhall 
teach thee ? badly thou employeſt the 
little that thou haſt 3 dare not therefore 
to complain that more is not given thee. 


Repine not at the want of know- 


ledge; it muſt periſh with thee in the 
grave: be honeſt here, thou ſhalt be 
wile hereafter.. 

2 2 Say not unto the Crow, why num- 


bereſt thou ſeven times the age of thy 


Mord ? or to the fawn, why are thine 
eyes to ſee my off. ſpring to an hundted 
generations? ate theſe to be compared 
with thee in the ill uſe of life? are they 
Tiotous. ? are they cruel ? are they 
«ungrateful.! learn from them rather 
{that innocence of life and fimplicity of 
manners are the paths to a good old age. 


2]; Knoweſt thou to employ life better 
than theſe: then leſs of it may ſuffice 


1 
F 1 
athee. *. e 
8 J Man 


wo A 5 * 


L 27 J. 

Man who dares enſlave the world, 
when he knows he can enjoy his tyran- 
ny but for a moment, what would he 
aim at, if he were immortal? 

Enough haſt thou of lite, but thou 
regardeſt not: thou art not in want of 
it, Oman! but thou art prodigal : thou' 


throweſt it lightly away, as if thou 


hadſt more than enough; and yet thou 
repineſt that 1t is not gathered again un- 


to thee. 
Know that it is not abundance which 


maketh rich, but oeconomy. 

The wile continueth to live from his 
firſt period : the fool is Ar. GY 
5 
Labour not after riches firſt, and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy them: 
he who neglecteth the preſent moment, 
throweth away all that he hath: as 
the arrow paſſeth through the heart, 
while the warrior knew not that it was 
coming; ſo ſhall his life be taken a- 
way before he knoweth that he hath it. 

What then is life that man ſhould 
deſire it? what breathing that he 
ſhould covet it ? 

C 2 Is 
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Is it not a ſcene of errors; a | ſeries 
of miſadventures; a purſuit of evils 
link'd on all fides together; in the be- 
ginning it is ignorance, pain is in ts 
middle, and its end is ſorrow. 
As one wave puſheth on another, 
till both are involved in that behind 
them ; even fo ſucceedeth evil to evil 
in the life of man; the greater and the 
preſent ſwallow up the leſſer and the 
paſt: our terrors are real evils; our 
expectations look forward into impro- 
babilities. 
Fools, to dread as mortals ; and to 
 defire as if immortal Þ 
What part of liſe is it that we would 
with to remain with us? is it youth? 
can we be in love with outrage, licen- 
tiouſneſs and temerity ? is it age? then 
are we fond of infirmities. 
It is faid grey hairs are revered, 
and in length. of days is honour. Vir- 
tue can add reverence to the bloom 
of youth; and without it age plants 
more wrinkles on en ſoul than on 
the forehead. 5 9911 4 
Is 
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Is age reſpected becauſe it hateth 
riot? what juſtice is in this? when tis 
not age deſpiſeth vice and pleaſure ; +. 
but vice and pleaſure that deſpiſe old 
age. a 
Be virtuous while thou art young, 
then ſhall thine age be honoured, 
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Eonfidered in regard to his Infirmities 
and their Effeckt. 
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CHAPTER I. 
4M 1'S 1 


F Nconſtancy is powerful in the heart 
of man; intemperance. ſwayeth it 
whither it will; deſpair engroſſeth 
much of it; and fear proclaimeth, be- 
hold I fit unrival'd there: but vanity is 
greater in it than them all. 5 
Weep not therefore at the calami- 
ties of the human ſtate: rather laugh 
at its follies. In the hands of the man 
addicted to unreftrained vanity, life i 
but as the ſhadow of a dream. 
The hero, the moſt renowned of 
human characters, what is he but the 
bubble of this weakneſs ? the public is 
unſtable and ungrateful ; why ſhould 
the man. of wiſdom endanger himſelf 
for fools ? | 5 | 
The man who neglecteth his preſent 
concerns, to revolve how he will be- 
have 


[34] 
have when greater; feedeth himſelf 
wih-wind, -whule bis bread is eaten by 


another. 
Act as becometh thee in thy preſent 


ſtation : and in more exalted ones, thy 
face ſhall not be aſhamed. 

What blindeth the eye, or what hi- 
deth the heart of a man from himſelf, 
like vanity? lo! when thou ſeeſt not 
thyſelf, then others diſcover thee moſt 
rn 

As the tulip that is gaudy without 
ſmell; conſpicuous without” uſe; ſo is 
the man who ſetteth himſelf up on 
high, and hath not merit to ſupport 
The heart of the vain is troubled 
While it ſeemeth content: his cares are 
greater than his pleaſures. n 
His ſollicitude cannot reſt with his 

bones: the grave is not deep enough to 
hide it: he extendeth his 655 be- 
yond his being: he beſpeaketh praiſe 
to be paid, when he is gone: but who- 
fo promiſeth it deceiveth him, : 
As the man who engageth his wife 
to remain in. widowhood that ſhe di- 
ſturb not his ſoul, fo is he who 9 


1 
eth that praiſe ſhall reach his ears be- 
neath the earth; or cheriſh his heart in 
its ſhroud. - 03.300 

Do well while thou liveſt ; but re- 
gard not what is ſaid of it: Content 
thyſelf with deſerving. praiſe, and thy 
poſterity ſhall rejoice in hearing it. 

As the butterfly who ſeeth not her 
own colours; as the jeſſamine which 
feeleth not the ſcent it caſteth around it, 
ſo is the man who appeareth gay, and 
biddeth others to take note of it. 

To what purpoſe, ſaith he, is my 
veſture of gold? to what end are my 
tables loaded with-good things? if no 
eye gaze upon them; if the world 
know it not: give thy raiment to the 
naked; and thy food unto the hungry ; 


ſo ſhalt thou be praiſed ; and feel that 


thou deſerveſt it. 
Why beſtoweſt thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words? thou 


knoweſt when he returneth it to thee 


thou regardeſt it not. He knoweth he 
lieth unto-thee; yet he knoweth thou 
wilt thank him for it: ſpeak in ſinceri- 
ty, and thou ſhalt hear with inſtruc- 
tion. n 

The 
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The vain delighteth to ſpeak of him- 
ſelf: but he ſeeth not that others like 

not to hear of him. | 

If he hath done any thing worthy 
of praiſe; if he poſſeſs any thing wor- 
thy of admiration; his joy is to pro- 
claim it; his pride is to hear it report- 
ed: the deſire of ſuch a man defeateth 
itſelf: men ſay not behold he hath 
done it; or ſee he poſſeſſeth it; but 
mark how proud he is of it! 

The heart of man cannot attend at 
once to many things: he who fixeth 
his ſoul on ſhew, loſeth reality: he 

purſueth bubbles which he ſhall not 
reach; while he treads to earth what 
would have done him honour, 
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CHAPTER IL 


INCONSTANCY 


TATURE urgeth thee to in- 
conſtancy, O man] therefore 


be thou at all times on chy guard againſt 
it. | | 


Thou art from the womb of thy 
mother various and wavering; from 
the loins of thy father inheriteſt thou 
inſtability : - then ſhalt thou be 
firm ? . 

Thoſe who gave thee a body fur- 
niſh'd thee with weakneſs ; but he 
who gave thee a ſoul, armed: thee 
with reſolution :; Employ it and thou 
art wiſe: be wiſe and thou art happy. 
Let him who doeth well, beware 
how he boaſteth of it: for rarely i is it 
of his own will. 1 " ; 
D 18 


i 

Is it not the event of an impulſe 
from without; born of uncertainty ; - 
_ enforced by accident ; dependent on 
. ſomewhat elſe? to theſe then, and to 
accident is due the e e 
Beware of irreſolution in the intent 
of thy actions; beware of inſtability 
in the execution of them: ſo ſhalt 
thou triumph over the two great weak- 
neſſes of chy nature. 

What is more reproach to reaſon 
than to act contrarieties? what ſhall 
- ſuppreſs the tendencies to theſe, but 
fumneſs of mind? | 


derbe Inverſe ferleth Nine he 
. chanpeth; but he knoweth not why 
he ſeeth that he eſcapeth from himſelf 
but he perceiveth not the reaſon of it: 
be thou incapable of change in that 
-. which is tight ; and men will rely up- 
on thee. 
Bſtabliſn unto thyſelf principles of 
action; and ſee that thou ever act 1 
_ cording to them. * | 
Fire know chat 47 principles are 
Juſt ; and then be thou inflexible in 
dhe path of them. 


80 
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80 ſhall thy paſſions have no rule 
over thee: fo ſhall thy conſtancy enſure 
unto thee the good thou ſfeſſeſt; and 
drive from thy door misfortune; anxi- 
ety, and diſappointment ſhall not know 5 

the way unto thy gates. | 
Suſpe@ not evil in any one, 5" 
thou ſeeſt it: when thou ſeeſt it, for- 
get ĩt not. 

Whoſo hath been an enemy, cannot 
be a friend; for man mendeth not of 
his faults. 

How ſhould his actions be ri aht, 
* hath no rule of life eſtabliſhed | 
nothing can be juſt which * 
not from reaſon. 1 


The Iocoollunt han 50 peace 1 
own ſoul; neither can any be at A 
with whom he concerneth himlelf, 

His life is unequal : his motions afe 

irregular : his foul changeth wy te 
weather. 
_ To-day he loveth thee ; tote 
thou art deteſted by him: and why ? 
himſelf knoweth not wherefore he l- 
ed, or wherefore he now hatet ß. 
D 2 Tr a1 07 
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;Forday, he is the tyrant over thee; 3 
to-morrow, thy ſervant 4s leſs humble: 
and, why.?.,he who is arrogant without 
power, will be alſo ſervile Where there 
15 no, fubjection., + +5 DIR Ve cg A 
Io: day he is en to- morrow 
he grudgeth unto his mouth that-which 
it ſhould eat: muſt it not be thus with 
him who knoweth not moderation? 
Who ſhall ſay of the camelion he is 
ee when the moment after the ver- 
re of the graſs over-ſpreadeth him ? - 
Who ſhall ſay of the Inconſtant he 
is ayful, when his next breath hail be 
Frm in eh. ph ent dani! 
What is the life of ſuch; a man but 
thepl ntom of. adream?..in'the morn»! 
ing he riſeth happy; at noon he is on 
the rack: this hour he is a god; the 
next below a worm: at one moment 
he Jaugheth.; at the next he weepeth ; 
he now willeth 3 in an inſtant he Wil- 
leth not; and in another he kneweth 
not whether he willeth or NO, (VAR Rl; 
_ Yet neither eaſe nor _ n 
ue ves on him: neither is he wax 
ol greater, Or. become els:; neither 
h he had caule; ab laughter, nor 
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reaſon for his ſotrow': therefore thall 
none of them abide with him; 
The happineſs of the Inconſtant is 
ax lace built on the ſurface of the 
ſand ; the blowing of the wind robbeth 
it of” that whereon it was creed 
what wonder then that it falleth py 


But whit exalted form is this, * 
hitherward directs its even, its uninter- 
rupted courſe? whoſe foot is on 
earth, whoſe head above the clouds. 

On his brow fitteth ma zeſty ; ſteadi- 
neſs is in his port? and in bis Heart 
reigneth tranquility. - | 

'Tho' obſtacles appear in this Wy; 
he deigneth not to look down upon 
them: tho' heaven and earth oppoſe 
his paſſage ; he proceedeth. 

The mountains fink beneath his 
tread : the waters of the ocean are dried 
up under the ſoal of his foot. 

The tyger throweth herſelf acroſs 
his way in vain; the ſpots of the leo - 
pard glow againſt him unregarded. 

He marcheth through the embattled 
legions: and with his hand he putteth 
N the terrors of deat. 

D 3 - Storms 
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Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, 
— 4 are not able to ſhake them: the 
thunder belloweth about his head in 
vain; the lightning ſeemeth but to ſhew 
the glories of his countenance. . 

is name is Reſolution ! he cometh 

from the utmoſt part of the earth : he 
ſeeth happineſs afar off before him ; 
1 eye diſcovereth her temple beyond 

the limits of the pole. 

He walketh up to it; he enter 
pb oldly „ and he remeineth N or 
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T FA IN and ey thou'; art, 
O child of imperfection l. how 


| 2 thou but be weak ? is not in- 


conſtancy connected with frailty ? can 
there be vanity without i 7 A- 
void the danger of the one; and thou 
ſhalt eſcape the miſchiefs of the other. 
Wherein art thou moſt weak? in 
that wherein thou ſeemeſt moſt ſtfong : 


in that wherein moſt thou glorieſt: 
even in poſſeſſing the things which thou 


bas; in uſing the gopd that is about 
thee. 

Are not thy deſires alſo Kall? 
knoweſt thou even what it is hs 
wouldſt wiſh ? when thou haſt obtain- 
ed what moſt thou * after, bes 

| holdt. it contenteth thee nat. 
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. Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure: that 
is before thee its reliſh'? and why ap- 
peareth that which is yet to come, the 
ſweeter? becauſe thou art wearied with 


the good of this, becauſe thou know- 


eſt not the evil of that which is not 
with thee. Know that to be content; 


is to be happy. 


Couldſt thou chuſe for thyſelf, would 
thy:creator lay before thee all that thine 
heart cou'd afk for; wou'd happineſs 
then remain with thee, or wou'd Joy 
dwell always | in thy gates? 

Alas thy weakneſs forbiddeth it; 
dy infirmity deelareth againſt it. Va- 
riety is to thee in the place of pleaſure ; 
but that which permanently delighteth, 
muſt be permanent. 

When it is gone thou repenteſt the 
1005 of it; tho' while it way with a 
thou defpiſedft i I | 
That which ſucceedeth cht no 


more pleaſure for thee; and thou af- 


tetwards quarrelleſt with thyſelf for 
-preferingit : behold the only circum< 
ſtance in WANG Boner Ut Y' Aer 7 

ue 0 s 2: „ 
als 1there uny: ning EIS thy 
-weakneſs appeareth more evidently 
than 


L 45 3 
than in defiring.things.? it is in the poſ- 
ſefling; and in the uſing them. 

Good things ceaſe to be good in out 
enjoyment of them? what nature meant 
pure ſweets are ſources of bitterneſs to 
us: from our delights ariſe pain: from 
our joys ſorr q. 
Be moderate in the enjoyment; and 


it ſhall remain in thy poſſeſſion: let thy 


joy have its foundation in 1 
to its end ſhall ſorrow be a ſtranger. 

The delights of love are uſhered: — 
by ſighs, — terminate in languiſhment 
and dejection: the object thou burnedſt 
for nauſeates with ſatiety; and no ſoon=: 
er haſt thou poſfeſſed it but. thou art 
weary of its preſen ce. 

Join eſteem to thy admiration; unite 
friendſhip with thy love; ſo ſhalt thou 
find in the end content ſo abſolute, 


that it ſurpaſſeth ra tures : tranquility 
that is more worth than extacy-: 1, 


God hath given thee no good yeiths; 
out its admixture of evil: but he hath 
given thee alſo the means of throwing ; 
of the evil from among it. 
As joy is not without its allay of pain, 

ſa neither is ſorrow without its portion 
\ 1103D143 270M 1139 Js od ο 
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of pleaſure. Joy and grief tho' unlike 

are united: our on choice only can 
give them to us entire. 

Melancholy itſelf often giveth us de- 

t: and the extremity” of our Joy 15 
u er with tears. 

The beſt things in the hand of a fool. 
may be turned to his deſtruction : and 
out of the very worſt, the wile dar 
bc the means of 800d. 95 | 

ay bred 
- oy 8⁰ blended is knie in thy nature, | 

Oman! that thou haſt not ſtrength 
either to be good or to be evil entirel 
rejoice that thou canſt not excell in evil; 
and let the good that is within thy reach 
rr 

The virtues are allotted to various 
ſtations: feek not after impoſſibilities, 
nor griere that thou canſt not poſſeſs 
them all. 

Wouldſt wou at once have the libe- 
+ 'of the rich, andthe contentment 

1 or ſhall the wife of th 
deſpiſed becauſe the ſheweth 
not — of virtyes ag the widow ? 
If 'thy father fink before thee in the 


diviſions of 20 — can at once 
thy 


[47] 
thy juſtice deſtroy him, and nt 
fave his life? 11 
If thou behold thy W in the 
agonies of a flow death, is it not mercy 
to put a period to his life? and is wage 
alſo death to be his murderer ?- tit 

Truth is but one; thy ale are 


of thine own raiſing: he who made 


virtues what they are, planted alſo in 
thee a — of their pre- eminence; 
act as th 7 ſoul dictates to thee; and the 
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F there is any ae tolttys of 
there is any thing deſtrable; if 
there is any thing within the reach of 
man worthy of praiſe; is it not know- 
ledge? and yet who! Is it bar attaineth 
unto it? 
The ſtateſman n that hes 
hath it: the ruler of the people claim- 
eth the praiſe of it: but findeth che 
ſubject that he poſſeſſeth it. 
Evil is not requiſite to man; urhbers 
can vice be neceſſary to be tolerated: 
yet how many evils are permitted by 
the connivance of the laws ? how many 
crimes committed by the decrees of * b 
council ? 2 
But be wiſe; e 00 Peg 0 
thou that art to mas the nations: 
In 4 one 


49] 
one crime authoriſed by thee is worſe 
than the eſcape of ten from puniſhment, 
When thy people are too numerous; 
when thy ſons encreaſe about thy table, 
ſendeſt thou them not out to lay the in- 
nocent; and to fall before the fword of 
him whom they have not offended ? + © 

If the object of thy deſires demand- 
eth the lives of a thouſand of thy 
children, ſayeſt thou not I will have it? 
ſurely thou forgetteſt that he who 
created thee, created alſo theſe; and 
that their blood is as rich as thine. 


Sayeſt thou that juſtice cannot be exe» 
cuted without wrong : ſurely thine 
own words condemn the. 

Thou who flattereſt with falſe hopes: 
the ſoul of the criminal that he may 
confeſs his guilt z art not thou unto him 
a criminal? or is thy guilt the leſs be- 
cauſe he cannot puniſh it? 22 

When thou commandeſt to the tor- 
ture, him who is but ſuſpected of it: 
dareſt thou to remember, that thou 
mayſt wrack the innocent? 346% 

Is thy purpoſe anſwered by the event? 
is thy ſoul ſatisfied with his confeſſion? 


Zong ops we Oe or OR Oy ts enero 2 5 
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0 
pain will enforce him to ſay What is 
not, as caly as what is; and anguiſh 


hath cauſed innocence to accuſe heel 


That thou mayſt not kill him with- 
out cauſe, thou doſt worſe than kill 
bim: that thou mayſt prove if he be 
guilty, thou deſtroyeſt him innocent. 


O blindneſs to all truth! O tat. 


ciency of the wiſdom of the wiſe : 


know when thy judge ſhall bid thee ac- 
count for this, thou ſhalt wiſh- ten. 


thouſand guilty to have gone free, ra- 
ther than. one innocent to Rand forth 


againſt thee. 


 Taſufficient as thou art to the mainte.. 


nance of. juſtice, how ſhalt thou arrive 
at the knowledge of truth ? how ſhalt 


thou aſcend to the footſtep of her 


throne ? 


As the owl is blinded by the radiance. 
of the ſun, ſo ſhall the brightnels of 
her countenance dazzle thee 1 in thy * : 


pfoaches. 


If thou wouldſt mount up into her : 
throne, firſt bow thyſelf at her foot- 
ſtool: if thou wouldſt arrive at the 

N know- 


£ 


for when» thou art arrived at her, the 


beareth not its ſplendor. 


[51] 
knowledge of her ; firſt inform thyſelf, 
of thine own ignorance. 8 
More worth is ſhe than pearls; there- 
fore Teek her carefully: the emerald, 
and. the ſapphire,” and the ruby are as 
dirt beneath her feet, therefore purſue. 


her manfully. 
The way to her is labour ; attention 


is the pilot that muſt conduct thee into 


her ports: but weary not in the way ;. 
toil ſhall be to thee for pleaſure. oP 

Say not unto thyſelf, behold truth 
breedeth hatred, and I will avoid it: 
diffimulation raiſeth fr iends, and. I will 


follow it : are not the enemies made by 


truth, better than the friends obtained by 


flattery! P 

Naturally. doth man deſire the truth,' 
yet when he hath it before him, he 
will not apprehend it: and if it force 


itſelf upon him, is he not offended at 


ie 


The fault is not in truth, for that i 18 
amiable: but the weakne ſs of man 

Wonld(t thou fee thine ial 
more plainly : view thyſelf at thy de- 
E 2 VOUOnS: 


> 1 
votions: to what end was religion in- 
ſtituted, but to teach thee thine infirmi- 


ties; to remind thee of thy weakneſs; 
' to'thew thee that from heaven Aloue 


oo art to hope for what is good? 

Doth it not remind thee that thou 
art duſt? doth it not tell thee that thou 
art aſhes ? and behold repentance; is it 
not built on frailty ? | 

When thou giveſt an oath ; when 
thou ſweareſt thou wilt not en ; 


behold it ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy face, 


and upon he face of him that receiveth 
it: learn to be juſt, and repentance may 
be forgotten: learn to be honeſt, and 


oatlis are unneceſſary. 


The ſhorter follies are the LEO : 
ſay not therefore to thyſelf I will not 
oy the fool by halves, 

He that heareth his own faults with 

atience ; ſhall reprove another with 

Idneſs. | 

He that giveth a denial with reaſon; 
ſhall ſuffer a repulſe with patience. 

If thou art ſuſpected; anſwer with 
freedom : whom ſhould ſuſpicion af- 
fright except the Wt. | 

The 


A 2 


* 


- 


X Oele ( 531 33 *+0.41.5V 
The tender of heart is turned from 
bis purpoſe by ſupplications;; the proud 

is rendered more obſtinate by entreaty: 


he ſenſe of thine. inſufficiency, com- 


* 


mandeth thee to hear; but to be juſt, 


thou muſt hear without thy paſſions. 
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Viol 903-2 $2415 1, Dig 10 OE 
EEBLE and. inſufficient as 
thou art, O man! in good; Frail 


$3 inconſtant as thou art in pleaſure ;- 
yet is there a thing in which thou art 


ſtrong,: permanent and unſhakent its 
name is miſery. 

Zelt is the character of thy baiog3iche. 
prerogative of thy nature: in thy breaſt; 
alone it reſideth; without thee there is 
nothing of it: and behold what is ite 
ſoyrce, but thine own paſſions? 

He who gave thee theſe, gave thee 


alſo reaſon to ſubdue them: exert it; 


and thou ſhalt e them under thy 
feet. ein 

Thine entrance into the world,is] it not 
ſhameful? thy deſtruction, is it not 
: glorious 7 i lo 4 men vet inſtru- 
aerial of lige Om 3; 612460 ene 
T 421 1197 
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ments of death with gold, and gems; 
and wear them above their garments. 

He who begetteth a man hideth his 
face : oF he wh killeth a thouſand 1 is 
honour 

Know thou notwithſtanding. that 
in this is error: . Cuſtom cannot alter 
the nature of truth; neither can the o- 


pinion of man deſtroy j juſtice :. the J 


a_ the ame are RAE +2 F 
eres but one way for man to 
R there are a thouſand: by 
Which he may be deſtroyed. 

There is no ptaiſe, or honour to him 
who giveth being to another; but tt! 
umphs and qupite are the rewards'lof 
murder! ni: unn 5880177 

Vet he who hath N childrew 
hath as many bleſſings: and he Who 
hath taken away the life of another z 3 
ſhall not enjoy his .ẽõ-m. 

While the ſavage curſeth the birth 
of his ſon; and blefſeth the death of 
his father; doth be not n himſelt* a 
monſter * Fr 


LY : 4 - 1K 14 * 7 
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— Beg of ul is alete unte man 
but he maketh it more while he lamen- 
teth it, | | The 


1 56 5 


The greateſt of all human ills. i is ſor⸗ 
row: too much of this thou art born 
unto; add not unto it by thine on 
perverſeneſs, . 

Grief is natural to "LD * 8 is 5 
ways about thee ; ; pleaſure] is a ftranger,, 
and viſiteth thee but by times: uſe well 
thy reaſon, and ſorrow thall be caſt be- 
50 be prudent, and the Vilits 

oy ſhall x remain long with thee... 8300 

pe part of thy frame is capable 
of ſorrow: but few and narrow are 
the p aths that lead to delight. 

Mee can be A i 505 Woo 
ly; ; but. pains ruſſ in a thouſand XI: 
time, 

As the blaze 65 fins Eideth. as on 
it it is kindled; ſo paſſeth away the 
brightneſs of ; joy, and thou knoweſt 
not what is become of it. 

; Sorrowis frequent: pleaſure is rare: 
pain cometh of itſelf; delight muſt 
be purchaſed for us: grief is unmixed ; | 
but Joy wanteth not its allay of bitter- 
nels. 

As the ſoundeſt health is lefs perceiv- 
ed than the” lighteſt malady: ſo the 


hig best oy Wochen us leſs deep, than 
che final eſt 1 ſorrow. oP We 


[ 57 ] 

| We are in love with anguiſn; we 
oft fly from pleaſure: when we pur- 
chaſe it, coſteth it not more than it is 
worth? © | Ae 
Reflection is the buſineſs of man: a 
ſenſe of his ſtate is his firſt duty, and 
who remembreth himſelf in joy? is it 
not in mercy then that ſorrow is allot- 
ted unto us? | = 
Man forſeeth the evil that is to come: 
he remembereth it when it is paſt ; he 
confidereth not that the thought of af- 
fliction woundeth deeper than the afflic- 
tion itſelf : think not of — pain but 
when it is upon thee. and thou ſhalt a- 
void what moſt would hurt the. 
He who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth: and 
why? but that he loveth weeping. 
The ſtag weepeth not till the ſpear 
is lifted up againſt him: not do the 
tears of the beaver fall till the hound is 
reedy to ſeize him: man anticipateth 
death by the apprehenfion of it; and 
the fear is greater miſery, than the e- 
vent itſelf. (20 eee 
Be always prepared to give an ac- 
count of hits ions : Sa the beſt. 
death'is that which is leaſt premeditated 5 
Ne HAB. 
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1 man are judgment and will: hap- 
Py is its who miſapplyeth them not. 
As the torrent that rolleth;down the 


mountains, deſtroyeth all that is borne: 
away by it; ſo doch common opinion 
overwhelm reaſon, in him who ſub- 
mitteth to it, viiduoos: laying What 1s 


thy foundation ? 


See that what thou receiveſt as 9 2 
be not the ſhadow of it: : What thou 
acknowledgeſt as convincing is often 


but plauſible : be firm; be conſtant; 
determine for thyſelf; ſo ſhalt thou be 


3 ny for thine own e- | 


Say not PAY G event proven Aw 


wiſdom of the action: remember 
Man 


1 1 E . a "Oe to 


* 
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man is not above the reach of acci- 
dents. 

Condemn not the judgment of ano- _ 
ther becauſe it differeth from thine on: 
may not even both be in an error. 

When thou eſteemeſt a man for his 
titles, and contemneſt the ſtranger be- 
cauſe he wanteth them; judgeſt thou 
not of the camel by his bridle ? 

Think not thou art revenged of thine 
enemy when thou flayeſt him: thou 
putteſt him beyond thy reach; thqu 

giveſt him quiet; and thou takeſt fr 
chyſelf all means of hurting him. * 

Was thy mother incontinent, and 
grieveth it thee to be told of it? is fra- 
ilty in the wife of thy boſom, and art 
thou pained at the reproach of it? he 
who: deſpiſeth thee for it condemnetn 
himſelf: art thou anſwerable for the 
vices of another ? 

Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou 
poſicflelt it: neither enhance thou the 
value of a thing becauſe it is another's: 
poſſefſion to the wile addeth to the . 


price of it. | 2 
Honour not thy ite the leſs bai 


the i is in Sg ane and pur him 
f that Ty 


= * \ 
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, 
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[6] 
that hath faid wouldſt thou love her 
leſs ? marry her! what hath put her 
into thy power, but her confidence in 
thy virtue? ſhouldſt thou loye her leſs 
for being more obliged to her? 

If thou wert juſt in thy courtſhip 
of her; tho' thou neglecteſt her while 
thou haſt her, yet ſhall her loſs be bit- 
ter to thy ſoul.” 

He Who thinketh another beſt only 
becauſe he poſſeſſeth her; if he be not 
wiſer than 7 — at leaſt he 1s more 


A 


=> #% 4 


Weig h not the loſs thy friend hath 
ſuffer'd 17 the tears he ſheddeth for 
it ; the greateſt griefs are een eſe ex- 
preſſions of them. 

Eſteem not an action becauſe it is. 
done with noiſe and pomp : the nobleſt 
ſoul is that which doth great things, 
and is not moved in the doing them. 

Fame aſtoniſheth the ear of him” 


who heareth of it ; but tranquility re- 


joiceth the heart that is poſſeſſeth of it. 
Attribute not the good actions of an- 


other. to bad cauſes; thou canſt not 
know 


* 


(,61 ], 
know his heart ; but the world 29 
de by this that't "thine is Hull's of et 


Lang Fr 


A is not in bert more Wo 

than folly "to be honeſt is as eaſy as 6 a 
ſeem ſo. IT 
Be more 647 to acknowledge 4 
benefit, than to revenge an injury; lo, 
ſhalt thou have more benefits than a- 
ries done unto thee, 

Be more ready to love thanto hate; 10 
ſhalt thou be loy'd by more than' hate” 
thee,” © N 

Be willing to e be lo 
cenſure; 5 fo, ſhall Praiſe be upon. thy 
virtues, and the eye of enmity all 
blind to thy impetfections. bc 
When be doſt good, do it becatiſe” 
it is good ; not becauſe men eſteem ĩt: 7 
when thou avoidſt evil, flee from it be- 
1 it is evil; not becaule 1 men ſpeak 

inſt it: be honeſt for Iove of only, 
80 thou ſhalt be uniformly” ſo: 
thatdoth 3 it without prircipl ö 18 win. 


in 


A 


With gather to” be Rat by he”! 
wiſe, this to 5 55 a N by him who 
N hath 


A. 


1 62 4 | | 
ha th no underſtanding: when he tel- 
leth thee of a fault he ſuppoſeth thou 
zanſt improve; the other when he 
ptaiſeth thee thinketh thee like unto 
-himſelf.- * 

Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified; leſt he who knoweth 
more of it, def; ſpiſe + 

Inſtruct not another in that wherein 
thyſelf art ignorant: when he ſeeth it 
he will upbraid thee. 

Expect nota friendſhip with him who 
hath injured thee: he who ſuffereth 
the wrong may forgive it; but he who 
doeth it, never will be well. with him. 
Lay not too great obligations on him 

thou wiſheſt thy friend; behold ! the 
ſenſe of them will drive him from thee: 
a little benefit alienath endl; a Wee 
one maketh an enemy. 

Nevertheleſs ingratitude ! is not in the 
nature of man; neither is his anger ir- 
reconcileable .: : he hateth to be put in 

mind of a debt he -cannot pay : he is 
aſham'd in the preſence of him whom 
he hath injured. _ | 

Repine not at the good of a ſtranger; | 
agither rejoice thou in the evil that be- 

univerſal 


| 63 ] 
falleth thine enemy: wiſheſt thou 
that others ſhould do thus by thee? 


Wouldſt thou enjoy the good will of 
all men; let thine own benevolence be 


univerſal. If thou obtaineſt it not by 
this, no other means could give it thee: 
and know tho” thou haſt it not; thou 
haſt the greater pleaſure of having merited 
We. | | 
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RIDE and meannefs ſeem in- 

compatible ; but man reconcileth 

contrarieties : he is at once the moſt 

miſerable and the moſt arrogant of all 
Creatures. 

Preſumption i is the bane of reaſon ; 

it is the nurſe of error ; yet 1s it conge- 


nial with reaſon in us. 


Who is there that thinketh not either 
too highly of himſelf, or too meanly of 
others ? 

Our creator himſelf eſcapeth not our 


Gernjkicd : how then ſhall we be 


ſafe from one another ? 


M bat is the origin of ſuperſtition ? 


and whence ariſeth falſe worſhip ? from 


our Preſ uming to reaſon about what is 
7 L 25 ans above 


[ 65 ] 
above our reach; to comprehend what 
is incomprehenſible, . _ | 

Limited and weak as our underſtand- 

ings are, we employ not even their lit- 
tle forces as we ought : We ſoar not 
high enough in our approaches to God's 
greatneſs; we give not wing enough to 
our ideas, when we enter into the ado- 
ration of divinity. . . 

Man who fears to breathe a whiſper - 
againſt his earthly ſovereign, trembles- 
not to arraign the diſpenſations of his 
God: he. forgetteth his majeſty, : and 
rejudgeth his judgments. 2 

He who dareth not to repeat the 
name of his prince without honour; 
yet bluſheth not to call that of his crea- 
tor to be witneſs to a lye. 

He who would hear the ſentence of 
the magiſtrate with filence ; yet dareth 
to plead with the eternal ; . he attempt- 
eth to footh him with intreaties ; . to 
flatter him with promiſes ; to .agree 
with him upon conditions; nay to brave 
and murmur at him if his fequeſt i 
not granted. N 


[ 661 

Why att thou un putilked, 0 man, 
in thy impiety 1 the is not thy ay of 
retribution : 

Be not like unto thoſe who Gohit 
with the thunder, to bring; the author 
of it to order; nor dare thou to deny 
his prayers becauſe, he chaſtiſeth thee: 
thy madneſs is on thine own head in 
this th. impiety en no one but 
thyſelf. | 

Why boaſteth man that 1 5 is the 
favourite of his maker; yet neglecteth 
to pay his thanks, his adorations for it ? 
How ſuiteth ſich a life with a HeljeF ſo 
haughty ; ? 

Man, who is truly but a mote in the 
wide expanſe, belicveth the whole 
earth and heaven created for him: he. 
thinketh the whole frame of nature hath 
intereſt in his well being. 

As the fool, while the 1 images trem- 
ble on the boſom of the water, think- 
eth that trees, towns, and the wide 

ho izon are dancing todo him pleaſure : 
ſo man while nature performs her deſ- 
tin'd courſe, believes that all her mo- 


tions are but t to e his eye. 
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While he courts the tays'of the fun 
to warm him, he ſuppoſeth him made 
only to be of uſe to him ; while he 
traceth the moon in her nightly path; 
he believeth ſhe was created to do bim 
pleaſure. 

Fool to thine o W pride! be humble 
know that thou art fot the cauſe why 
the world holdeth its courſe : for thee 
are not made the vicifſitudes of ſummer 

and winter, 

No change would follow in the 
world, if thy whole race exiſted not: 
thou art but one among millions that are 
bleſſed in it. 

Exalt not thyſelf to the heavens, for 
lo the angels are above thee: nor diſ- 

@ dain thy fellow- inhabitants of the earth, 
for that they are beneath thee: are they 1 
not the work of the ſame hand? © | 

Thou who art happy by the mercy [1] 
of thy creator, dareſt thou in wanton- ſ 
neſs put others of his creatures to tor- | 
ture: beware that it return not upon ö 
thee. | 

Serve they not all the anne univerſal 

maſter with thee? hath he not appoint- 
| 5 unto each its laws ? hath he not cate 1 
[1 $1 I 4 ö of 


[; 68 ], 

of their preſervation? and dareſt thou 

to infringe it. wy 
Set not thy judgment above that of 
all the earth: neither condemn as falſe- 
hood what agreeth not with thine own 
apprehenſion : who gave thee the pow- 
er of determining for others? or who 
took from the world the right of 

choice? d 
How many things have been rejected 
which now are received as truths : ho- 
many now received as truths ſhall in 
their turn be deſpiſed ? of what then 
can man be certain? e 
Do the good that thou knoweſt, and 
happineſs ſhall be unto thee: virtue is 
more thy buſineſs here than wiſdom. 
| Truth and falſehood, have they not 
the ſame appearance in what we under- 
ſtand not? what then but our pre- 
ſumption can determine between them? 
Me eaſily believe what is above our 
comprehenſion: or we are proud to 
pretend a belief in it, that it may ap- 
pear to others that we underſtand it: is 

not this folly and arrogance ? 
Who is it that affirms moſt boldly ? 
wha is it that holds bis opinion moſt 
obſtinately ? 


F 
obſtinately.? even he who hath the 
moſt ignorance ; for he alſo hath moſt 
pride. 5 3 | 

Every man when he layeth hold of 
an opinion deſireth to remain in it; but 
moſt of all he who hath moſt preſump- 
tion : he contenteth not himſelf to be- 
tray his own ſoul into it, but he will 
impoſe it on others to believe in it alſo. 

Say not that truth 1s eſtabliſhed by 
years, or that in a multitude of believers 
there is certainty. - 

One human propoſition hath as much 
authority as another, if reaſon maketh 


not the difference, 
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BOOK II. 


Of the Affections of 


M AN. 


Which are hurtful to himfelf and * 
others. 


[ 73 ] 


CHAPTER I. 


COVETOUSNESS. 


ſtrong attention; therefore an 
earneſt care of obtaining them 1s un- 
juſtifiable, 

The defire of what man calleth 
good ; the joy he taketh in poſſeſſing it; 
is grounded only in opinion: take not 
up that from the vulgar: examine the 


worth of things thyſelf, and thou ſhalt” 


not be covetous. 
An immoderate defire of ches is a 
poiſon lodged in the ſoul; it con- 


taminates and deſtroys every ching that 


was good in it; it is no ſooner rooted 


there, than all virtue, all honeſty, all 


natural affection fly before the face of 
it. 


G The 


ICHES are not worthy a 


— 
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The covetous would ſell his children 
for gold: his parent might die ere he 
would open his coffer : nay he conſi- 
dereth not himſelf in reſpe& of it : 
in the ſearch of happineſs he maketh 
himſelf unhappy. 
. As the man who ſelleth his houſe 
to purchaſe ornaments for the embel- 
liſhment of it ; even ſo is he who giv- 
eth up peace in the ſearch of riches, 
in hope he may be happy in enjoying 
them. | 
Where covetouſneſs reigneth, know 
that the ſoul is poor. Whoſo ac- 
counteth not riches as the principal 
good of man, will not throw away 
all other goods in the - purſuit of 
them. 
Whoſo feareth not poverty as the 
eateſt evil of his nature; will not 
purchaſe to himſelf all other evils in the 
avoiding of it. | 
Thou fool, is net. virtue more worth 
than riches ? is not guilt more baſe than 
poverty ? enough for his neceſſities 1s 
in the power of every man: be con- 
'tent with it, and thy. happineſs ſhall 


ſmile 


( 75 ] 
ſmile at the ſorrows of him who heap- 
eth up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth, as unworthy to be ſeen ; ſilver 
hath ſhe placed where thou trampleſt 
it under thy feet : meaneſt ſhe not by 
this to inform thee, that gold is not 
worthy thy regard ; that filver 1s be- 
neath thy notice ? 

Covetouſneſs burieth under the 
ground millions of wretches : they dig 
tor their hard maſters what returneth 


the injury; what maketh them more 


miſerable than their ſlaves, _ _ 

The earth is barren of good things 
where ſhe hoardeth up treaſure : where 
gold is in her bowels, there no herb 
groweth. 

As the horſe findeth not there his 
graſs, nor the mule his provender ; as 
the fields of corn laugh not on the 
fides of the hills; as the olive holdeth 
not forth there her fruits, nor the 
vine her cluſters; even ſo no good 
dwelleth in the breaſt of him whoſe 
heart broodeth over his treaſures. 


G 2 Riches 
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Riches are ſervants to the wiſe ; but | 
they are © tyrants over the ſoul of the 
fool. 

The covetous ſerveth his gold; it 
ſerveth not him: he poſlefleth his 
wealth as a ſick man doth a fever; it 
burneth and tortureth him, and will , 
not quit him unto death. : 

Hath not gold deſtroyed the virtue 
of millions ? did it ever add to the 
goodneſs of any ? 

Is it not moſt abundant with the 
worſt of men? wherefore then ſhouldſt . 
thou deſire to be aiſtinguiſh'd by poſ- 
ſeſſing it? 

HFave not the wiſeſt been thoſe who 
have had leaſt of it: and 1s not wiſdom 
happineſs ? 

Have not the worſt of thy ſpecies 
poſieſſed the greateſt portions of it, and 
hath not their end been miſerable ? 

Poverty wanteth many things : but 
covetouſneſs denieth itſelf all. 

The covetous can be good to no 
man; but he is to none ſa cruel as to 


himſelf. 


I REBT ORDER TS. r. —— , 


Be | 


Ea 
Be induſtrious to procure gold ; and 
be generous in the diſpoſal of it : man 
never is ſo happy as when he giveth 
happineſs unto another, = 
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PRO FUSION. 


1 F there be a vice greater than the 
1 hoarding up of riches; it is the 
employing them to uſeleſs purpoſes. 


He that prodigally laviſheth that 


which he hath to ſpare from his neceſ- 
fities : robbeth the poor of what na- 
ture giveth him a right unto. 

He who ſquandereth away his. trea- 
fare refuſeth the means to do good: he 


denieth unto himſelf the practice of 


virtues whoſe reward is in their hand; 
whoſe end is no other than his own 
bappineſs. 

It is more difficult to be well with 
riches, than to be at eaſe under the 
want of them : man governeth him- 
ſelf much eaſier in poverty than in a- 
dundance. — 


Poverty 
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Poyefty requireth but one virtue. 
that is, patience, to ſupport it : the 
rich if he have not charity, temperance, 
prudence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of his 
own ſtate committed unto him ; the 
: lich is entruſted with the welfare of 
thouſands. 

He that giveth away his treaſures 
wiſely, giveth away his plagues. He 
that retaineth their increaſe, heapeth up 
| | ſorrows. a 
3 Refuſe not unto the ſtranger that 
which he wanteth ; deny not unto 
thy brother that which thou wanteſt 
thyſelf. ME... 55 

Know there is more delight in being 
1 without what thou haſt given than in 
ppoſſeſſing millions which thou knoweſt 
' mot the uſe of. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Il. 


REVENGE. 


| Tau. root of revenge is in the 
weakneſs of the ſoul : the moſt 
—_—_ and timerous are the moſt addict- 
unto it. 
Who torture thoſe they hate, but 
cowards ? who murder thoſe they rob, 
but wang 2 5 

The feeling an injury muſt 
vious to the 1 but the le 
mind diſdaineth to ſay it hurts me. 

If the injury is not below thy notice, 
he that doth it unto thee in that mak-_ 
eth himſelf ſo : wouldſt thou enter the 
Ute with thine inferior? 

Diſdain the man who attempteth to 
wrong thee : contemn him who would 
give thee diſquiet. 
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In this thou not only preſerveſt thine 
own peace, but thou inflicteſt all the 
puniſhment of revenge, without ſtoop- 
ing to employ it againſt him. | 

As the tempeſt and the thunder af- 
fect not the ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend 
their fury on ſtones and trees below ; 
ſo injuries aſcend not to the ſouls of the 
great, but waſte themſelves on ſuch as 
are thoſe who offer them. 

Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate revenge; 
greatneſs of ſoul deſpiſeth the offence ; 
nay it doth good unto him who intend- 
ed to have diſturbed it. 2 

Why ſeckeſt thou vengeance, O 
man! with what purpoſe is it that thou 
purſueſt it? thinkeſt thou to pain thine 
adverſary by it ? know that thyſelf 
feeleſt its greateſt torments. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart of him 
who is infected with it; while- he a- 
gainſt whom it is intended remaineth 
eaſy, | 

It is unjuſt in the anguiſh it inflicts; 
therefore nature intended it not forthee : 
needeth he who is injured, more pain? 
or ought he to add force to the affliction, 
which another hath caſt upon him w_ 

ny 
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The man who meditateth revenge is 
not content with the miſchief he hath 
receiv' d: he addeth to his anguiſh the 
ee, 666/9a due unto another: while 

e whom he ſeeketh to hurt, goeth his 
way laughing: he makethhimſelf mer- 
ry at this addition to his miſery. 

Revenge is painful in the intent: and 
it 1s dangerous in the execution: ſeldom 
doth the ax fall where he who lifted it 
up intended; and lo] he remembereth 

not that it muſt recoil againſt him. 
Wbilſt the revengeful ſeeketh his en- 
emy's hurt, he oftentimes procureth 
his own deſtruction: while he aimeth 
at one of the eyes of his adverfary, lo! 
he putteth out both his own. 

If he attained not his end, he lament- 
eth it: if he ſucceed he repenteth of it. 
The fear of juſtice taketh away the 
peace of his own ſoul ; the care to hide 
him from it deſtroyeth that of his friend. 
Can the death of thine adverſary ſa- 
tiate thy hatred ? can the ſetting him at 
reſt reſtore thy peace ? | 

Wouldſt thou make him forry for 
his offence, conquer him and ſpare 
him ; in death he owneth not thy ſu- 


periority 3 
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periority ; nor feeleth he more the po] - 


er of thy wrath. 
In revenge there ſhould be a triumph 

of the avenger ; and he who hath in- 

jured him ſhould feel the weight of his 


diſpleaſure ; he ſhould ſuffer pain from 


it, and ſhould repent him of the cauſe, 
This is the revenge inſpired from 
anger ; but that which maketh thee 
greateſt, 1s contempt. 
Murder for an injury ariſeth only 
from cowardice : he who inflicteth it 


feareth that the enemy may live, and 


avenge himſelf, 
Death endeth the quarrel; but it re- 


ſtoreth not the reputation: killing is an 
act of caution, not of courage; it is 


ſafe, but it is not honourable, 


'There is nothing ſo eaſy asto revenge 
an offence ; but nothing is ſo honour= 
able as to pardon it. 

The greateſt victory man can obtain 


is over himſelf ; he that diſdaineth to 


feel an injury retorteth it upon him 
who offereth it. 


When thou meditateſt revenge thou 
confeſſeſt that thou feeleſt the wrong: 


when 
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when thou complaineſt thou acknow- 
ledgeſt thyſelf huit by it: meaneſt 
thou to add this triumph to the pride 
of thine enemy? 
That cannot be an injury which is 


not felt: how then can he who de- 


ſpiſeth it revenge it ? 

Tf thou think it diſhonourable to bear 
an offence ; more is in thy power, thou 
mayſt conquer it. 

Good offices will makea manaſhamed 
to be thine enemy. Greatneſs of foul 


will terrify him from the thought of 


hurting thee. . 

The greater the wrong the more 
glory is in pardoning it; and by how - 
much more juſtifiable would he re- 
venge, by ſo much the more honour is 
in clemency. - _ 

Haſt thou a right to be a judge in 
thine own cauſe: to be a party in the 
act, and yet to pronounce ſentence on it ? 
Before thou condemneſt let another ſay 
it is juſt, 5 

The revengeful is feared, and there- 
fore he is hated : but he that is endowed 
with clemency is adored. The praiſe 
of his actions remaineth for ever; and 
the love of the world attendeth him. 

CHAP, 
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CHAPTER W. 


CRUELTY, HATRED, and 
ENV. 


EVENGE is deteſtable: what 

then is cruelty? Lo! it poſſeſf- 
eth the miſchiefs of the other, but it 
wanteth even the pretence of its * 
cations. 

Men diſown it as not of their nature: 
they are aſhamed of it as a ſtranger to 
their hearts: do they not call 1 it * 
manity? | 

Whence then is her erigha? unto 
what that is human oweth ſhe her ex- 
iſtence? her father is Fear, and behold 
Diſmay, is it not her mother? 

The hero lifteth his ſword avainſt | 
the enemy that reſiſteth; but no ſooner 
doth he ſubmit than he is fatisfied. 

It is not in honour to trample on 
the object that feareth: it is not in 
virtue to inſult what is beneath it: 
ſubdue the _— and ſpare the E 

e 
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ble, and thou art at the height of 


victory. 


He who wanteth virtue to arrive at 


this end; he who hath not courage to 


aſcend thus unto it: lo! he ſupplieth 
the place of conqueſt by murder, of 
ſovereignty by ſlaughter, _ | 
He who feareth all, ſtriketh at all: 
why are tyrants cruel, but becauſe they 
live in terror? | rr . 
The cur will tear the carcaſe, though 
he dared not look it in the face while 
living: the hound that hunteth it to 
the death mangleth it not afterwards. 
Civil wars are the moſt bloody, be- 
cauſe thoſe who fight them are cow- 
ards. Conſpirators are murderers, be. 
cauſe in death there is filence: is it 
not fear that telleth them they may be 
betrayed? Mt BY 
That thou mayſt not be cruel, ſet 
thyſelf too high for hatred : that thou 
mayeſt not be inhuman, place thy ſe!f 


above the reach of envy, 


| Every man may be viewed in two 
different lights; in the one he will be 


troubleſome 
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troubleſome to thee, in the other leſs 
offenſive: chuſe to ſee him in that in 
which he leaſt hurteth thee; then ſhalt 
thou not do hurt unto him. 

What is there that a man may not 
turn unto his good? in that which 

offendeth us moſt, there is more ground 
for complaint than hatred. Man would 
be reconciled to him of whom he 
complaineth : what murdereth he but 
what he hateth. 

If thou art prevented of a benefit 
fly not into rage: the loſs of thy rea- 
ſon is the want of a greater. 

| Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloke, 
would thou ſtrip thyſelf of thy coat 
a 


When thou envieſt the man who poſ- 
ſefleth honours ; when his titles and his 
greatneſs raiſe thy indignation: ſeek to 
know whence they came unto him; 

nquire by what means he became 
poſſeſſed of them; and thine envy will 
be turned into pity. 

If the ſame fortune were offered 
unto thee at the ſame price; be af- 
- i ſuted 
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fured if thou wert wiſe thou wouldſt 
refuſe It. 1 

What is the pay for titles but flat- 
tery? how doth man purchaſe power 
but by being a ſlave to him who giv- 
eth it? 

Wouldſt thou loſe thy own liberty 
to be able to take away that of ano- 
ther? Or canſt thou _ him who 
doth fo? 

Man purchafeth nothing of his ſu- 
periors but for a price, and that price, 
is it not more than the value? Wouldſt 
thou pervert the cuſtoms of the world? 
Wouldſt thou have the e and 


the price alſo? 


As thou canſt not envy what thou 
wouldſt not accept; diſdain this cauſe 


of hatred; and drive from thy ſoul this 


occaſion of the parent of cruelty. 

If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou 
envy that which is obtained at. the ex- 
7 of it? If thou knoweſt the va- 

ue of virtue, pitieſt thou not thoſe 
who have bartered it ſo meanly ? 
When thou haſt taught thyſelf to 


bear the ſeeming 8008 of men with- 
out 


„ | 
out repining ; thou wilt hear of their 
real happineſs with pleaſure. 

If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one 
who deſerveth them, thou wilt rejoice 
in it: for virtue is happy in the proſ- 
perity of the virtuous, 

He who rejoiceth in the happi- 
neſs of another, increaſeth by it his 
own, 
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„ 36-3 
Heavinzess of HEART. 


TH E ſoul of the chearful forc- 
eth a ſmile upon the face of 
affliction: but the deſpondence of the 
ſad deadeneth even the brightneſs of 
oy. | 
: "What is the ſource of ſadneſs but 
a feebleneſs of the ſoul ? what giveth 
her power but the want of ſpirit ? 
rouze thyſelf to the combat, and ſhe 
quitteth the field before thou ſtrikeſt. 
She is an enemy to thy race; there- 

fore drive her from thy heart; ſhe 
poiſoneth the ſweets of thy life; there- 
fore ſuffer her not to enter thy dwel- 
A 5 

8 She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to 
the deſtruction of thy whole fortune: 
while ſhe vexeth thy foul about trifles, 
the robbeth thee of thine attention to 
the things of conſequence: behold ſhe 
but propheſieth what ſhe ſeemeth to 
relate unto thee, ESSE 

She 
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She ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil 
over thy virtues : ſhe hided themfrom 
thoſe who would honour thee on be- 
holding them: ſhe entangleth and 
keepeth them down, while the mak- 
eth it moſt neceſſary for thee to exert 
them. h 

Lo! ſhe oppreſſeth thee with evil; 
and ſhe tieth e thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee. 

If thou wouldſt avoid what is baſe ; 
if thou "wouldſt diſdain what is cow- 
ardly ; if thou wouldſt drive from thy 
heart what is unjuſt, ſuffer not fad- 
neſs to lay hold upon it. 

Suffer it not to cover itfelf with 
the face of piety : let it not deceive 
thee with a ſhew of wiſdom. Re- 
ligion payeth honour to thy maſter: 
let it not be elouded with melan- 
choly ; wiſdom maketh thee happy; 
know then that 3 is to her looks 
a ſtranger. 

For what ſhould man be ſorrowful 
but for afflictions? why ſhould his 
heart give · up joy when the cauſes of 


it are not removed from him? is not 
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this being miſerable for the- fake of 
miſery? | 

As the. mourner 0 looketh fad 
becauſe he is hired to do ſo; who 
weepeth becauſe his tears are paid for; 
ſuch is the man who ſuffereth his 
heart to be ſad, not becauſe he ſuf- 
n aught, but becauſe he is gloo- 
my... 

It is not the occaſion that produc- 


eth the ſorrow; for behold the ſame 


thing ſhall be to another, rejoicing. . 
| Aſk men if their ſadneſs -maketh 

things the better ; and themſelves will 
confeſs to thee that it is folly : they 
will praiſe him who beareth his ill 
with patince, who maketh head a- 


gainſt misfortune with courage: ap- 


plauſe ſhould be follow'd by imita- 
tion. 8 

Sadneſs! is againſt nature, for it trou- 
bletn her motions: lo! it rendereth 
diſtaſteful whatſoever ſhe hath made 
amiable, 
As the oak falleth before the tem- 
peſt and raiſeth not its head again; 


0 boweth the heart of man to the 


force 


WE 
force. of ſadneſs, and fo returneth it 
unto its ſtrength no more. 


As the ſnow melteth upon the 


mountains from the rain that trickleth 
down: their fides, even ſo is beauty 
waſhed from off the cheeks by tears : 
and neither the one nor the other re- 
ſtoreth itſelf again for ever. 


As the pearl is, diſſolvd by the 


vinegar which ſeemeth at firſt only 


to obſcure its ſurface; ſo is thy hap- 
pineſs, O man! ſwallowed up by 


heavineſs of heart, tho' at firſt it 


ſeemeth only to cover it with its ſna- 


dow.' © 
' Behold ſadneſs in the public ſtreets: 
caſt thine-eye upon her in the places 
of reſt: doth any look upon her? 
ayoideth ſhe not every one? and 
doth not er fly from her pre- 
ſence? 

See how ſhe droopeth her head, like 
the flower whoſe root is cut aſunder 
ſee how ſhe fixeth her eyes upon 


earth: ſee how they ſerve her to no 


purpoſe but for weeping, 3 


ls there in her mouth diſcourſe? is 
there in her heart the love of ſociety ? 


is there in her ſoul, reaſon? aſk her the 
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cauſe, and ſhe knoweth it not: en- 
quite the occaſion and behold there is 
none. 

Vet doth he: ſtrength fail her: lo! 


at length ſhe ſinketh into the grave; 


and no one fayeth what. is become of 
her ? 


Haft thou 8 and ſeeſt 
thou not this? haſt thou piety, and 
perceiveſt thou not thine error? 

God created thee in mercy: had 
he not intended thee to be happy, 


his benefcence would not have call- 


ed thee into exiſtence : how dareſt 


thou then to fly in the face of his ma- 


jeſty 7 | 
While thou art moſt dener with 
innocence, thou doſt him moſt ho- 
nour; and what is thy diſcontent but 


murmuring againſt him? 


Created he not all things liable to 
changes? dareſt thou to weep at theis 
changing ? 

If we know the law of nature, 
wherefore do we complain of it ? ik 
we are ignorant of it, what ſhould 

we 


I: 1 
we accuſe but our blindneſs to what . 
every moment giveth us proof of? 

Know that 'tis not thou that art 
to give law to the world: thy part 
is to ſubmit to them as thou findeſt 
them: if they diſtre's thee; thy la- 
menting it but addeth to thy tor- 
ment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor ſuppoſe that ſorrow healeth misfor- 
tune: it is a poiſon under the colour 
of a remedy: while it pretendeth to 
draw the arrow from thy breaſt; lo! it 
plungeth it into thine heart. TED 

While ſadneſs ſeparateth thee fro 
thy friends, doth it not fay thou art 
unfit for converſation? while it driveth 
thee into corners, doth it not proclaim 
that it is aſhamed of itſelf ? 

It is not in thy nature to meet the 
arrows of ill fortune unhurt; nor 
doth reaſon require it of thee? it is 
thy duty to bear misfortune like a 
man; but thou muſt firſt alſo feel it 
like one, 

Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
tho' virtue falleth not from thy heart: 
be thou careful only that there is 

cauſe; 
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_ cauſe; and that they flow not too 
abundantly. 

The greatneſs of the evil is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
ſhed for it: the greateſt griefs are a- 
bove theſe teſtimonies ;''as the greateſt . 
Joys are beyond utterance. . . 

What 1s there that weakeneth the 
ſoul like grief ? what 3 it like 

ſadneſs? 

Is the ſorrowſul prepared for noble 
enterpriſes? or armeth he himſelf 1 in 
the cauſe of virtue? 

Subject not thyſelf to ills, Se 
there are in return no advantages : nei- 
ther ſacrifice thou the means of good- 
unto that which is in itſelf an evil. 
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BOOK IV. Of the Advaritages 
MAN may acquire over bis Pellow- 
Creatures. 


A. Aa 


— 


CHAPTER 1. 
NOBIL ITY and HONO U P. 


Obility reſideth not but in the 
ſoul; nor is there true honour 
except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be bought 
by vices; rank and titles may be pur- 
chaſed for money: but theſe are not true 
honour. 

. Crimes cannot exalt the man who 
commits them to real glory; neither 
can gold make men noble. | 

When titles are the reward of vir- 
tue; when he is ſet on high who hath 
ſerved his country ; he who beſtoweth 


the honours hath glory, like as he who 


receiveth them : and the Wenn, is be- 
nefited by it. 

Wouldſt thou wich to 1 raig'd for 
men know not what? or wouldſt thou 
that they ſhould ſay, why is this? 

I 2 When 


| (f 
When the virtues of the hero de- 


= ſcend to his children, his titles ac- 
' company them well: but when he 
| who poſſeſſeth them is unlike unto 
him who deſerved them; lo! do they 
not call him degenerate ? 

ll || Hereditary honour is accounted the . 
| moſt noble; but reaſon  ſpeaketh in 
| the cauſe of him -who hath acquired 
1 it. 

| | He who erden himſelf appealeth 

1 to the actions of his anceſtors for his 
greatneſs, is like the thief who claim- 
eth protection by flying to the pagod. 

What good is it to the blind that 
his parents could ſee? what benefit is 
it to the dumb that his grandfather 
was eloquent? even ſo what is it to 
the mean that their Ppredeceflory were 
noble. 
A mind diſpoſed to virtue thakith 
great the poſſeſſor of it; and with- 
out titles it will raiſe him above the 
vulgar. 

He will acquire honour while others 
receive it: and will he not fay unto 
them, ſuch were the men whom you 
glory i in being derived from. 


E K = 


As 
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As the ſhadow waiteth on-the ub⸗ 
ſtance, even ſo true honour attendeth 
upon virtue. 

Say not that honour is the child of 
boldneſs, nor believe thou that the ha- 
zard of life alone can pay the price of 
it: it is not to the action that it is due, 
but to the manner of performing it. 

All are not called to the guiding the 
helm of ſtate; neither are their armies 
to be commanded by every one: do 
well in that which is committed to 
thy charge, and praiſe ſhall remain up- 
on thee, 

- Say not that difficulties are neceſſary 
to be conquered; or that labour and 
danger muſt be in the way to renown : 
the woman who is chaſte is ſhe not 
praiſed? the man who is honeſt de- 
ſerveth he not to be honoured ? | 

The thirſt of fame is violent; the de- 
fire of honour is powerful ; ; and he who 
gave them to us gave them for great 
purpoſes. 

When deſperate actions are neceſlary 
to the public ; when our livesare to be 
expoſed for the ow of our country, 

I 3 what 
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what can add force to virtue but am- 


bien? 
It is not the receiving | hong that 


delighteth the noble mind : its pride is 
the ceſerving it. 


ls it not better men ſhould ſay why 
hath not this man a ſtatue ? than that 
they ſhould aſk why hath he one? 
- be ambitious will always be firſt in 
the crowd, he. preſſeth forward, he 


looketh not behind him: more anguiſh. 


is to his ſoul to ſee one before him, than 
Joy to leave thouſands at a diſtance. 

The root of it is in every man; but 

it riſeth not in all: fear keepe th it 
3 in ſome; iu many it is loppreſs- 
ed by modeſty. 12 | 

It is the inner garment of the ſoul : 
the firſt thing put on by it with the 
fleſh; and the laſt it layeth down at i:s 
ſeparation from it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when 
worthily employed: when thou direct- 
eſt it to wror g purpoſes, it ſhameth and 
deſtroyeth thee. | 

In he breaſt of the traitor ambition i is 


covered: hypocriſy hideth its face un- 


der her mantle; ; and cool diſſimulation 
furniſheth 
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furniſheth it with ſmooth words: bat 
in the end men ſhall fee what it is. 
The ſerpent looſeth not his ſting = 
though benumbed with the froſt :: the 
tooth of the viper is not broken though 
the cold cloſeth his mouth: take pity 
on his ſtate, and he will ſhew: thee his 
ſpirit ; warm him in thy boſom, and 
he will requite thee with death, 

He that is truly virtuous, loveth vir- 
tue for herſelf; he diſdaineth the ap- 
plauſe which ambition aimeth after. 

* How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue 
if ſhe could not be happy but from ano- 
ther's praiſe : ſhe is too noble to ſeek 
recompence, and no more will than can 
be rewarded. 

Ihe higher the ſun ariſeth, the leſs 
ſhadow doth he make: even fo the 
greater is the virtue, the leſs doth it co- 
vet praiſe : yet cannot it avoid its re- 
ward in honours. 

Glory, like a ſhadow, flieth him who 
purſueth it; but it followeth at the heels 
of him who, would fly from it ; if thou 
courteſt it without merit thou ſhalt 
never attain unto it: if thou deſerveſt 

it, 
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it, though thou hideſt thyſelf, it will 
never forſake thee. 

Purſue that which is honourable, do 
that which is right ; 'and the applauſe 
of thine own conſcience will be more 
joy to thee than the ſhouts of millions 
who know not that thou deſeryeft 
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CHAPTER II, 
SCIENCE and LEARNING. 


H E nobleſt employment of the 
mind of man is the ſtudy of the 
works of his creator. 

To him whom the ſcience of nature 
delighteth, every object bringeth a proof 
of his God: every thing that proveth 
it, giveth cauſe of adoration. : 
His mind is lifted up to heaven eve- 
ry moment: his life is one continued 
act of devotion. - | 

Caſteth he his eye towards the clouds, 
findeth he nat the heavens full of his 
wonders : looketh he down to the 
earth, doth not the worm proclaim to 
him, lefs than omnipotence could not 
have formed me? 

While the planets perform their 
courſes : while the ſun remaineth in 
his place: while the comet wander- 
eth through the liquid air, and return- 
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eth to its deſtin'd road again; who but 


thy God, O man! could have formed 


them? what but infinite wiſdom could 


have appointed them their laws ? 
Behold how awful their ſplendour ! 


| yet do they not diminiſh : lo! how ra- 


pid their motions ! yet one runneth not 


in the way of another. 


Look down upon the earth, and ſee 
her produce : examine her bowels, 


and behold what they contain : hath 
not wiſdom and power ordained the 


whole? 
Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? 


who watereth it at its due ſeaſons? be- 


hold the ox croppeth it; the horſe and 
the ſheep feed they not upon it? who 


is he that provideth it for them ?_ 

Who giveth increaſe to the corn 
which thou ſoweſt ? who returneth it 
to thee a thouſand fold ? 

Who ripeneth for thee the olive in 
his time ; and the grape, tho' thou 
knoweſt act the cauſe of. it? 

Can the meaneſt fly create itſelf? or 
wert thou aught leſs than God couldſt 


thou have faſhioned it ? 
N he 
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The beaſts feel that they exiſt, but 


they wonder not at it: they rejoice in 
their life, but they know not that it 
ſhall end: each performeth its courſe 
in ſucceſſion; nor is there a loſs of one 
ſpecies in a thouſand generations. 

Thou who ſeeſt the whole as admi- 
rable as its parts; canſt thou better em- 
ploy thine eye than in tracing out thy 


creator's greatneſs in them; thy mind 
than in examining their wonders? 


Power and mercy are diſplay'd in 


their formation: juſtice and goodneſs” 


ſhine forth in the proviſion that is made 


for them : all are happy in their ſeveral 


ways ; nor envieth one the other. 


What is the ſtudy of words compa- 
red with this? in what ſcience is 
knowledge, but in the” ſtudy of na- 


ture? | 


When thou haſt adored the fabric, 
enquire into its uſe : for know the 
earth produceth nothing but may be 
of good to thee : are not food and 


raiment, and the remedies for thy 
diſeaſes all derived from this ſource 


alone? . 
Who 


| 


— 


knowledge 
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Who i is wiſe then but he that know- 
Ky it? who. hath underſtanding but he 
that. contemplateth it? for the reſt, 
whatever ſcience hath moſt utility ; 
whatever knowledge hath leaſt vani- 
ty; prefer that unto the others; and 
profit of it for the ſake. of iy neigh- 
bour ! 

To live and to 8 to mant 
and to obey; to do and to ſuffer; are 
not theſe-all that thou haſt farther to 
care about? morality ſhall teach thee 
theſe: the 3 of life ſhall lay 
them before thee. 

Behold they are written -in- thine 
heart, and thou needeſt only to be re- 
minded of them: they are eaſy of con- 
ception; be attontiye: and thou ſhak 
retain them. 

All other ſciences are vain, all. 85 
is boaſt: lo! it is not ne- 
ceflary or beneficial to the life of man, 
nor doth it make him mans good or 
more a 


o 
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Piety to thy God, and benevolence 


to thy fellow-creatures, are they not 
thy great duties? what ſhall teach 
thee the one like the ſtudy of his 
works? what ſhall inform thee of 
the other, like underſtanding thy de- 
pendencies. 
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BOOK V. 


Of NATURAL ACCIDENTS, 


DHA PATE RE! 


PROSPERITY and ADVERSITY. + 

' E T not proſperity elate thine. 
heart above meaſure ;. neither de- 

preſs. thy ſoul unto the grave, becauſe 

fortune beareth hard againſt thee. 

Her ſmiles are not ſtable, therefore 
build not thy confidence upon them ; 
her frowns endure not for ever, there- 
fore let hope teach thee patience. 
| To, bear adverſity, well is difficult ; 

but to be temperate in proſperity; 1 is the 
height of wiſdom,  - 

Good and ill are the teſts by which 
thou art to know thy conſtancy ; nor 
is there aught elſe that can tell thee 
the powers of thine own ſoul: be thou 
upon the watch when they are upon 


thee, 
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Behold proſperity how ſweetly ſhe 
flettereth thee ; how inſenfibly ſhe rob- 
beth thee of thy ſtrength and vigour 

Tho thou haſt been conſtant in ill 
fortune ; tho' thou haſt been invincible 
in diſtreſs? yet by her thou art con- 
quer'ds not knowing that thy-ſtrength 
returneth not again, and yet that thou 

again mayſt need it. 

Affliction moveth our enemies to 
pity; ; ſucceſs and pier cauſe even 
our friends to envy. 

In adverſity is the ſeed of well do- 

ing! it is the nurſe of heroiſm and 
boldnefs: Who that hath enough will 
endanger himſelf to have more? who 
that is at caſe will ſet his life on the ha- 
mare 1 
True virtue will act under all cir- 
? cumſtances: but men ſee moſt of its 
effects when accidents concur with it. 
In adverſity man ſeeth himſelf aban- 
doned by others; he findeth that all 
his hopes are centered within him- 
ſelf: he rouſeth' his ſoul, he encoun- 
tereth his difficulties, - and ey n 


7 before him. 
5 In 
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In proſperity be fancyeth himſelf 
ſafe; he thinketh he his beloved of 
all that ſmile about his table: he 


groweth careleſs and remiſs ; he ſeeth 
not the danger that is before bim: He 
truſteth to others and in the end they 
deceive him. | 

Every man can adviſe his own ſoul 
in diſtreſs ; but protperty blindeth 1 
truth. 

Hetter is he "Tr? that leadeth to 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diſtreſs; and 
after plungeth himſelf into it. 

Our paſſions dictate to us in all our 
extreams; moderation is the ere of 
wiſdom. 

Be upright in ay whole Life; be 
content in all changes: ſo ſhalt thou 
make thy profit out of all occurrences ; 


ſo ſhall every thing that happeneth un- 


to thee be the ſource of praiſe. 


The wiſe maketh every thing the 


means of advantage; and with the ſame 
| countenance beholdeth he all the face of 
fortune: he governeth the good, he con- 
quereth the evil; he is unmoved 1 in all. 
Preſume 
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Preſume not in proſperity, neither 
deſpair thou in adverſity: court not 
dangers, nor meanly fly from before 
them: dare to deſpiſe whatever will 
not remain with the. 

Let not adverſity tear off the wings 
of hope; neither let proſperity obſcure 
the lights of prudence. 

He who deſpaireth of the end ſhall 
1 unto it; and he who ſeeth 
not the pit ſhall periſh therein. 

He who calleth proſperity his good: 
who hath ſaid unto her with thee will 
1 eſtabliſh my happineſs; lo! he an- 
- Choxeth his veſſel in a bed of fand, 
which the return of the tide waſheth 
away. 

As the water that paſſeth from the 
mountains kiſſeth, in its way to the 
ocean, every field that bordereth the 
rivers ; as it tarrieth not. in any place; 

even ſo fortune viſiteth the ſons of men: 
her motion is inceſſant, ſhe will not 
. Nay; ſhe is unſtable as the winds, how 
then wilt thou hold her? when ſhe 
kiſſeth thee thou art bleſſed, but be- 
hold as thou turneſt to thank her ſhe ; is 


gone unto another. 
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CHAPTER II 
PAIN and SICKNESS. 


H E lickneſs of the body affect- 
eth even the ſoul: the one can- 
not be in health without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is moſt 
felt; and it is that which from nature 
hath the feweſt remedies. 

When thy conſtancy faileth thee 
call in thy reaſon ; when thy patience 
quitteth thee call in thy hope, 

To ſuffer is a neceſſity entailed on 
thy nature; wouldſt thou that miracles 
ſhould protect thee from it? or ſhalt 
thou repine becauſe it happeneth unto 
thee? when lo! it happeneth unto all. 

It is injuſtice to expect exemption 
from that thou wert born unto: ſub- 
mit with modeſty to the laws of thy 
condition, 

Wouldſt thou ſay to the ſeaſons, paſs 
not on, leſt I grow old? is it not bet- 

ter 
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ter to ſuffer well that which thou canſt 
not avoid. 

Pain that endureth long is s moderate, 
bluſh therefore to complain of it: that 
which is violent is ſhort : behold thou 
ſeeſt the end of it. 

Thy body was created to be ſubſer- 

vient to the ſoul: while thou ices 
the ſoul for its pains, behold thou ſetteſt 
that above it. 
As -the wiſe. affliteth not himſelf 
becauſe a thorn teareth his garment; 
fo the patient grieveth not his ſoul be- 
cauſe that which covereth it is injured... 


CHAP. 


EOS 


CHAPTER II. 
S the production of the metal 
proveth the work of the al- 
chemiſt; ſo is death the teſt of our 
lives; the aſſay which ſheweth the 
ftandard of all our actions. | 

Wouyldſt thou judge of a life, exa- 
mine the period of it: the end crown- 
eth the attempt; and where diſſimu- 
lation is no more there truth appeareth. 
He hath not ſpent his life ill, who 
knoweth to die well; neither can he 
have loſt all his time, who employeth 
the laſt portion of it to his honour, 

He was not born'in vain who dieth 
as he ought : neither hath he lived un- 
profitably who died happily. | 

He that conſidereth he is to die, is 
content while he liveth : he who ſtriv- 
eth to forget it, hath no pleaſure in a- 
ny thing: his joy appeareth to him a 
jewel which he expecteth every mo- 
ment he ſhall loſe. 3 

| | Wouldſt 
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Wouldſt thou learn to die nobly ; let 
thy vices die before thee : happy is he 
who endeth the buſineſs of his life be- 
fore his death; who, when the hour of 
it cometh, hath nothing to do but to 
die : who wiſheth not . becauſe 


he hath no longer uſe for time. 


Avoid not death, for it is a weak- 
neſs; ; fear it Not for thou underſtandeſt 
not what it is: : all that thou certainl. 
knoweſt of it is, that Rote! an eng 
to thy ſorrows. - 

Think not the longeſt life the. hap- 
pieſt; that Which is beſt employed 
doth man the moſt honour ; himſelf 


hall N after death 1 in 2 the advanta- 
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